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BASK IN THE SUN AND LET

Extraordinary Laguna Beach Exploring California’s Riviera

Palm-lined boulevards boast exquisite
restaurants and fine art, rolling hills are
terraced with classic red roofed
mansions, and famous hotels set on
sharp bluffs overlook panoramic views
of the deep blue Ocean. It’s easy to see
why Laguna Beach has become known
as the crown jewel of the Californian
Riviera. Located approximately 50
miles south of Los Angeles, this scenic
locale reveals a wealth of attractions
combined with relaxed, world-class
sophistication.

Derived from the Spanish word,
“lagoon”, Laguna Beach is a picturesque
coastal city long heralded for its
advancements in the arts. For over a
century it has attracted artists,
designers, and collectors from all over
the world, which can be seen while
browsing the city’s many galleries. The
stunning beauty of the area has
captured the attention of Hollywood
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film makers and famous figures alike.
Bette Davis, Rudolph Valentino, and
Charlie Chaplin are just a few stars
who, at one time, maintained homes
in Laguna Beach.

Whether you want to enjoy an
espresso at one of many delightful
sidewalk cafés or take a stroll along
sugar white beaches and secluded
coves, this enchanting sea-side village
offers widespread activities for diverse
tastes.

Coastal Retreats

Bask in the sun and let the rigors of
life melt away. Some of the world’s
finest surfing and cleanest beaches
can be found in Laguna Beach making
it a year-round recreational
destination. Steep coastal mountains
plunge into the sea offering sun
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worshippers over thirty individual
coves and beaches to explore.
Spanning eight-and-a-half miles from
Three Arch Bay in the south to Crystal
Cove in the North, you will be
compelled to wander barefoot along
numerous inlets or indulge in some of
Southern California’s most distinct
beach diving. The centerpiece of Main
Beach is a sun bleached boardwalk
which leads to volleyball and
basketball areas, picnic tables,
children’s play areas, and protected
tide pools.

Rated “Best Day Trip” by The Travel
Channel, Crystal Cove State Park is a
secluded beach located between
Corona del Mar and Laguna Beach.
The shoreline stretches 3.5 miles and
teems with reefs, offering divers the
ultimate adventure in its unofficial
“underwater park”. Over 2,000
wooded acres open up to more than 23

THE RIGORS OF LIFE MELT AWAY

miles of mountain biking, horseback-
riding, and hiking trails. The steep,
rocky landscape rewards hikers with a
panorama of breathtaking views
including Saddleback Mountain,
Signal Peak, and the majestic Pacific
Ocean.

Golf & Day TFips

Shake the sand off your feet and grab
your clubs to play some spectacular
golf at Laguna$ Aliso Creek Inn & Golf
Course. This tranquil resort is tucked
into a breathtakingly beautiful canyon.
Flower-lined walkways and 80 scenic
acres encircle the golf course just 365
yards from the beach.

Monarch Beach Golf Links is located
just down the coast in exclusive Dana
Point and offers a completely
enjoyable golf experience. Designed

by Robert Trent Jones Jr. and patterned
after the Scottish links style of play, the
fairways line the coast of spectacular
Dana Point. Unwind after a round of
golf in the exquisite Tuscan-style
clubhouse where you'll enjoy tasteful
cuisine and breathtaking views of the
ocean.

The delightful community of Mission
Viejo, easy driving distance from
Laguna, is home to the Casta Del Sol
Golf Course. The course, designed by
Ted Robinson, recently under went a
$1.5 million renovation and features
new Bent°grass greens and Bermuda
fairways. This executive course is
perfect for golfers wanting to complete
9 holes before strolling through one of
the city’s lush parks. Mission Viejo
celebrates the fourth of July with a
street fair that offers live music, crafts,
children’s games, and a marvelous
fireworks display.

Island Escape

Catalina Island, with its clear, blue
waters and Mediterranean charm,
offers a multitude of outdoor activities.
Located just 22 miles off the coast of
Southern California, it can be reached
in less than one hour by boat or 15
minutes by helicopter and is an
excellent choice for a midweek trip.
Adventures include snorkeling, Scuba
diving, horseback riding, kayaking,
hiking, or a tour of the Catalina
outback. This off-road, guided tour
into Catalina’s interior features a scenic
drive along the ridge overlooking the
coves west of Avalon, the island’s only
city. Highlights include a guided tour
of the American Bald Eagle Habitat at
Middle Ranch and the Catalina Nature
Centre.
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Festivals

The dawn of the 20 century heralded
Laguna Beach as a center for the arts.
Gallery Row boasts numerous world-
class galleries, hundreds of working
artists, and a strong base of fine
contemporary art dealers. Laguna
Beach is also home to many art, film,
and music festivals, like the
internationally attended Laguna Beach
Film Festival. Out-of-towners can take
in free chamber music concerts and a
weeklong music festival at Laguna
Beach Live, or learn to sculpt from
contemporary Native American artists
at the beautiful sculpture garden, “The
Sanctuary.”

The 76-year-old Laguna Art Museum
was born out of the city’s first gallery
and is hailed as the oldest art museum
in California. ~Museum artists
developed the world renowned
Pageant of the Masters, which takes
place every evening during the
summer months and culminates with
a gala benefit. Models pose as live
carbon copies of original classical and
contemporary art subjects in a 90
minute display of “Living pictures.”
The Pageant, which includes an
outdoor amphitheater, professional
orchestra, original score, and intricate
staging, has been acknowledged as the
best presentation of its kind.

The critically acclaimed Laguna
Playhouse, founded in 1920, has
grown to entertain more than 110,000
theatre goers yearly. Its artistic
excellence and audience popularity
have made it one of Southern
California’s most important nonprofit
theatre companies. The Playhouse was
the career catalyst for Harrison Ford
who was “discovered” after his 1965
appearance in the production of
Stephen Vincent Benet’s John Bown’s
Body. Other famous alumni include
Toni Tennille and Barbara Eden.

Nestled in the romantic garden

setting of Laguna Canyon, the Art-A-
Fair Festival is an enjoyable place to
spend a summer day in the historic art
community of Laguna Beach. Since
the early 1930’s, people from around
the globe have come to see all varieties

of fine art displayed by Southern
California’s most accomplished artists.
Visitors are offered the opportunity to
view and acquire art directly from the
artist exhibitors and finalists in this
national juried competition.

The Sawdust Festival is presented each
summer in an exotic outdoor setting
surrounded by waterfalls and
complimented with live musical
entertainment. International
collectors and local visitors are invited
by over 175 local artists to cruise the
sawdust-covered pathways that lead to
one-of-a-kind artwork including
paintings, jewelry, and sculptures.

Hotels & Dining

Accommodations in this ocean front
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locale vary from the conventional to
the palatial. Whether you long to be
pampered in the lap of luxury or you
want a place to hang your hat while
you stroll along the picturesque
beaches, true bliss awaits you in
Laguna’s many resorts. Locals often
dine in the many superb hotel dining
rooms around town, making for
friendly introductions.

The Ritz Carlton Hotel

From its enviable vantage point high
atop rocky bluffs overlooking the
Pacific, the Ritz Carlton Hotel is
California’s only Mobil Five-Star and
AAA Five-Diamond resort, so honored
for its high levels of service and quality
accommodations. Bask in the sun with
a glass of chardonnay by the palm-
lined pools or follow the resort’s
hidden walkways through intimate
courtyards. Dinner guests can choose
French-Mediterranean cuisine in the
formal setting of the hotel’s Dining

Room or they can relax in the Terrace
Restaurant.

Hotel Laguna

Hotel Laguna epitomizes the true
“California Riviera.” This world
famous Hotel has seen many famous
travelers in its long heritage. Situated
on its own private beach surrounded
by picturesque gardens and gazebos, it
is the perfect place for a wedding.
Claes is just one of three restaurants in
the hotel with world-class fare and
wine selections.

Casa Laguna Inn

This boutique hotel terraced on a
hillside in Laguna Beach has estate-like
appeal with its tropical gardens and
flower splashed patios. The majestic

Palm Courtyard and ocean-view pool
deck highlights fountains and rare
Catalina tiles. Another true touch of
classic Laguna Beach is the Bell Tower,
the perfect place to catch spectacular
sunsets over Catalina Island.
Regardless of where you go in this
beach town, a warm welcome awaits
you. Eiler Larsen, also known as
“Number One,” made his claim to
fame by walking the Pacific Coast
Highway and welcoming passing cars
with a wave. His congenial personality
is captured in statues around town,
never to be forgotten. The widespread
appeal of Laguna Beach is best
conveyed on the famous gate built in
1935, which still stands on the corner
of Forest and Park Avenues. It reads:
“This gate hangs well and hinders
none, refresh and rest, then travel on.”

Laguna Beach Visitors Bureau: (800)
877-1115
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Touring California on a Budget? | Travelodge
Let Travelodge enhance your fun... S ——
...without draining your travel fund!
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